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Kitchener had positively over-ruled the Prime Minis-
ter in the matter of Lieutenant Churchill, promptly
attached him to the zist Lancers for the campaign,
with orders to report at once in Cairo. As this
privilege carried the cautious proviso that " you will
proceed at your own expense and that in the event
of your being killed or wounded in the impending
operations, or for any other reason, no charge of
any kind will fall on British Army funds," he filled
the financial gap by an arrangement to send letters
from the front to the Morning Post. No less pre-
scient, the President of the Psychical Research Society
secured his undertaking to communicate on less
remunerative terms, should the worst happen.

Seen off by Lady Randolph at the station, he was in
Cairo six days later, just too late to command the
troop which had been reserved for him; and a
happy rival wrote gleefully that he had " got the
troop that would have been Winston's/* Then they
all moved up the Nile, hoping that the Dervishes
would not have disappeared before they got there,
and Lieutenant Churchill practising assiduously with
a Mauser pistol, which he meant to use instead of
trusting to a sword on account of his uncertain
shoulder* They joined the army in the breathless
interval before the final march against Omdurman;
and one September morning the Lancers on recon-
naissance in full view of the great pale yellow dome
of the MahdFs tomb discerned the moving masses
of the Khalifa's host, a line of white ruled on the
brown plain outside the f city and moving to the tap
of distant drums. Lieutenant Churchill was detached
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